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saving
The Old Pathology Building (OPB) is visited by people 
from all over the USA and from foreign countries.
Each year the programming at the OPB instructs thou-
sands of Indiana students, from elementary schools 
through post-graduate educational programs.
It provides hands-on experience for professional trainees 
in museum studies and public history programs.
The existence of the OPB and museum adds significantly 
to the cultural life and history of Indianapolis and central 
Indiana.

Saving the Old Pathology Building

“The Old Pathology Building is a gem and 
deserves to be visited, appreciated and supported.”
—John A. Herbst, President and CEO, Indiana Historical Society 
    Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana History Center



unique
• It is the oldest intact free-standing pathology building  
 in America.
• It was built to facilitate scientific research and 
 education about the physical causes of mental 
 diseases.
• It has survived almost entirely in its original architec- 
 tural configuration.
• It still contains most of its original furnishings, 
 including laboratory equipment, supplies, records  
 and anatomic specimens.
• It was designed by the historically important architect 
 Adolph Scherrer, who also designed the Indiana  
 Statehouse and other notable buildings in the late  
 19th century.

OPB is unique and irreplaceable



phase one
• New roof shingles
• New EPMD membrane roofing
• Replace decking in all eave areas
• Re-pointing masonry 
• Replace skylights; UV protection glass and insulation
• New flashing and counter-flashing
• Replace gutters and downspout leaders
• Waterproof all brick penetration sites 
• Replace defective electrical terminations
• Install new roof access with stairs and alarm system

Phase One: water intrusion and structural damage



phase threephase two
• Re-point the remainder of the OPB 
• Replace spalled bricks 
• Repair & repaint window frames 
• Re-glaze windows and caulk between wood and  
 brickwork 
• Replace storm windows 
• Repair exterior doors and replace storm doors
• New downspouts 
• New exterior lighting
• Improve electrical components and grounding system
• Install vents for soffits, fascia and crawlspace where  
 needed 
• Waterproof through-wall openings
• Apply waterproofing over concrete foundation
• Install proper conduits for attic furnace condensation 
• Correct the slope of concrete at base of building

Phase Two: water intrusion and structural damage
• Electrical System
• HVAC – more energy efficient with improved climate   
 control 
• Improve fire alarm system
• Plumbing
• Flooring repairs
• Interior Plaster Repair
• Painting
• Signage 
• ADA-compliant bathroom and elevator

Phase Three: completing preservation (interior work)

122 years of wear 
            and tear



Vision
The next two to three years will be an exciting and import-
ant time for the Indiana Medical History Museum. With 
the successful completion of the capital campaign, all of 
the work to fully restore the Old Pathology Building will be 
accomplished – and there will be a nest egg set aside for 
repairs that will inevitably be needed in the future. In and 
of itself, this will be a great accomplishment, because this 
1896 building and its invaluable contents are an extraor-
dinary remnant of our past that deserves to be preserved. 
But equally important is the fact that the museum will be 
able to focus on growing: growing its annual operating 
budget, its staff, its programming, and its reach.
Although IMHM is very proud of what it now provides for 
visitors, programs, educational services, research efforts, 
and community collaborations, the museum’s strategic 
plan includes expanding what can be accomplished in 
some of the following ways:

• Accommodate more visitors by opening the museum  
 more days of the week
• Add staff for more educational programming, marketing, 
 and development
• Utilize the artifacts collection in storage by creating  
 more temporary exhibits for use onsite and at other  
 locations
• Handle more K-12 class visits
• Enhance programming for university students in  
 healthcare, history, museum studies, art, and other  
 fields
• Collaborate with additional local cultural institutions
• Provide better access for researchers in the USA and  
 elsewhere
• Expand programming in the Medicinal Plant Garden

Vision for the Future



opportunitiessupport

The Campaign  
Addressing the Water-Intrusion Crisis  
Phase One: Gutters & Up $204,000
Phase Two: Rest of Exterior 334,875 
Interior Preservation Work
Phase Three: 1,558,368
Ensuring the Future
Maintenance Fund: 103,000
TOTAL CAMPAIGN GOAL $2,200,000

Your support for the capital campaign is welcome as a one-time 
donation, a pledge of annual support over a period of three to 
five years or as a bequest or other planned gift in your estate 
plan. You may choose to make your gift in honor or memory of 
someone.

Every gift is important to the success of this project and will be 
appreciated.  We would like to give special recognition to lead 
and major gifts in the following ways:

Lead Gifts
Names on the Donor Recognition Wall and in individual areas
One rent-free use of OPB for private event (some restrictions 
apply)

Named sponsorship of amphitheater* $500,000
Named sponsorship for the Medicinal Plant Garden 200,000
Named sponsorship of Anatomical Room (taken) 150,000 
Named sponsorship of other major rooms (6) 50,000 
Named sponsorship of smaller public rooms (6) 30-40,000 
Named annual lecture series (2-taken) 25,000
Named sponsorship of service areas in museum (5) 15-24,000
Named Garden Bench (4 left) 12,000      

Major Gifts
Visionaries $10,000-11,999 Name on Donor Recognition Wall
Founders  5,000-9,999 Name on Donor Recognition Wall
Patrons 2,000-4,999 Name on large sidewalk brick
Sponsors 1,000-1,999 Name on small sidewalk brick
Supporters 750-  999 
Friends 500-  749

All lead gift and major gift donors will receive IMHM gifts, 
recognition in museum media, and invitations to capital 
campaign celebratory events.

Naming Opportunities*Giving Your Support

*Named sponsorships valid for a period of 25 years
*Named sponsorships valid for a period of 25 years

Amphitheater $500,000
Medicinal Plant Garden $200,000
Anatomical Museum named
Autopsy Room named

Entry Foyer $50,000
Bacteriology Lab $50,000
Reception Room named
Chemistry Preparation Lab $50,000
Chemistry Lab $50,000
Histology Lab $50,000
Library $50,000

Library annex $40,000
Exhibit Hallway $40,000

Photography Room $35,000
Pathologist’s Office $35,000
Refrigerator Room $30,000
Front stairway $30,000

Named annual lecture series (2) named

Collections room - Art Storage $24,000
Collections room - Amphitheater $24,000
Collections room – Small Artifacts $24,000
Administrative Offices $20,000
Docents Room $15,000

Garden Bench (4) 12,000
New accessible restroom TBD
Elevator TBD
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giveWays to Give
This booklet will answer many questions you may have con-
cerning your gifts to the Indiana Medical History Museum, 
and it will suggest ways in which your gift can be structured 
for your benefit and the benefit of the organization.

Making Your Gift
Intentions to give are conveyed to the Indiana Medical History 
Museum by signing a form recording your intentions. Forms 
may be delivered or mailed to the Executive Director, the 
campaign chairman, or a volunteer solicitor. You may, if you 
prefer, substitute a letter of intent to the Campaign Steering 
Committee.

Gift Period
The normal gift period will extend over 36 months (3 tax years). 
This period may be extended. Other giving arrangements will 
be considered by the Campaign Steering Committee.

Payments
You may select a convenient schedule for fulfilling your 
intention to give on the enclosed gift form. Intentions and 
payments will be reflected on reminder notices sent to you 
from the Indiana Medical History Museum.

Recognition
The Campaign Committee is empowered to establish 
appropriate means of commemorating an individual, family, 
or corporation.

Stewardship
It will not benefit the Indiana Medical History Museum if the 
Giving Medical History a Future succeeds at the expense 
of annual operating giving. You are asked to make a com-
mitment from your capital resources to the Giving Medical 
History a Future, while continuing your vital annual operating 
support.

Gift Crediting
The Campaign Steering Committee is empowered to value 
commitments to the campaign on a basis it deems appropriate.

Outright Gifts
An outright gift to the Giving Medical History a Future Cam-
paign will be put to work immediately for construction, unless 
restricted for the Endowment. Outright gifts include cash or 
other property readily convertible to cash, which includes 
securities, real estate, and personal property.

Gifts of securities will normally be sold as soon as feasible 
and not held for investment purposes. When securities are 
given, certificates and stock powers should be mailed 
separately by registered mail to the Executive Director of the 
Indiana Medical History Museum.

A gift of real estate or personal property (jewelry, art, or other 
tangible objects) may prove advantageous. Since the tax 
consequences of outright gifts depend on the nature and 
timing of the gift and may involve alternative minimum tax 
calculations, you should consult your advisor before finalizing 
such a gift.

Other Ways of Giving
Income tax and estate tax laws, as well as your time of life 
and financial situation and responsibilities to those dependent 
on you, may make it extremely advantageous for you to utilize 
planned or deferred ways of giving. Some such methods are 
gifts of life insurance policies and closely-held stock.

You may make a gift of your home or farm while reserving 
the right to use the home or farm for your lifetime or others. 
Also, there are methods of deferred giving recognized under 
the federal tax laws which may enable you to realize a current 

tax benefit while at the same time retaining current and future 
benefits for yourself or others. The Campaign Steering Com-
mittee is authorized to accept such gifts and value them for 
campaign credit.

These alternate methods of giving include a gift to a pooled 
income fund or the creation of a charitable remainder unitrust, 
a charitable gift annuity, or a charitable lead trust.

Gifts to the Indiana Medical History Museum by the use of 
a pooled income fund, a charitable remainder unitrust, or a 
charitable gift annuity permit you to make a gift during your 
lifetime (usually of appreciated securities) and retain the 
income for life.

A charitable lead trust provides that the trust income will be 
distributed to the agency for a specified period of time and 
the property placed in the trust then reverts to you or others 
as specified by you. Of course, in making such gifts, you 
should consult your own financial and legal advisors. However, 
you may contact the Indiana Medical History Museum and 
we will arrange for one of our advisors to give you additional 
information about these methods of giving.
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