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Investigators need to know when an individual died, and this information 

is best estimated from insect evidence on the body.  However, when insects 
are not available the anthropologist can make an imprecise estimate using 

the state of decomposition of the soft tissues. Recent research by the  
University of Indianapolis Archaeology and Forensics Laboratory has tried 
to improve our methods by carefully examining the relationship between 
decay and accumulated temperature, and  results suggest that we’ve been 

doing it wrong for decades.  Warning! This topic may not be suitable for 
very young or sensitive learners. 
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